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introducing	  myself….	  

•  Diagnosed	  with	  HIV	  1992	  
•  Medical	  termina9on	  
•  ………	  



Some	  definiAons…..	  

•  Violence	  against	  women	  
•  In9mate	  partner	  violence	  
•  Violence	  against	  women	  living	  with	  HIV	  











“Violence	  against	  
posi9ve	  women	  is:	  
any	  act,	  structure	  or	  
process	  in	  which	  	  
power	  is	  exerted	  in	  
such	  a	  way	  as	  to	  cause	  
physical,	  sexual,	  
psychological,	  financial	  
or	  legal	  harm	  	  
to	  women	  living	  with	  
HIV.”	  2011	  
	  



SEXUAL	  VIOLENCE	  

•  So	  who	  experiences	  this?	  	  

•  Here	  are	  some	  examples	  –	  but	  they	  don’t	  
cover	  everyone….	  



Stepping	  Stones	  with	  Children	  workshop,	  Dar	  es	  
Salaam	  Tanzania,	  Dec	  2013	  

orphaned	  and/or	  vulnerable	  5-‐8	  year	  olds	  
	  
Why	  might	  children	  not	  want	  to	  talk	  about	  being	  abused?	  
•  Boy	  –	  one	  day	  I	  was	  hungry	  and	  asked	  my	  sister	  for	  food.	  

She	  refused.	  So	  I	  told	  my	  mother	  but	  she	  said	  I	  was	  lying.	  
So	  now	  I’m	  afraid	  of	  telling	  her	  anything.	  	  

•  Boy	  –	  I	  was	  beaten	  at	  home	  with	  a	  belt.	  	  
•  Girl	  –	  when	  I	  told	  my	  mum,	  I	  was	  beaten.	  Now	  I’m	  afraid	  of	  

saying	  anything.	  
•  We	  are	  afraid	  of	  being	  beaten	  if	  we	  report	  sexual	  abuse.	  
•  We	  feel	  shy.	  	  
•  We	  fear	  we	  will	  stop	  being	  loved	  by	  our	  carers.	  



In	  gangs…	  

“Rape	  has	  become	  a	  weapon	  of	  choice	  
because	  it	  is	  the	  only	  weapon	  that	  can’t	  be	  
detected	  when	  the	  police	  stop	  and	  search	  
us”	  

Young	  female	  survivor	  of	  a	  gang,	  London	  



In	  families…	  

“When	  I	  was	  raped	  by	  my	  uncle	  when	  I	  
was	  17,	  my	  father	  said	  it	  was	  my	  fault	  
because	  I	  was	  wearing	  ‘provoca9ve’	  
shorts”	  
	  

Young	  woman	  with	  HIV,	  LaDn	  America	  



By	  partners	  who	  use	  drugs…	  

“A	  study	  in	  Georgia	  found	  that	  42%	  
	  	  of	  women	  living	  with	  men	  who	  inject	  
	  	  drugs	  had	  been	  physically	  abused	  by	  	  
	  	  their	  partners”	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  UNAIDS	  2014	  

	  



By	  clients…	  

“Sex	  workers	  usually	  try	  to	  use	  condoms,	  but	  
	  	  many	  customers	  do	  not	  want	  to	  use	  them;	  
	  	  they	  offer	  to	  increase	  the	  price	  and	  beat	  you	  
	  	  up	  if	  you	  refuse.	  
	  What	  do	  you	  do	  when	  you	  are	  HIV-‐posi9ve?	  	  
	  	  I	  was	  beaten	  up	  because	  I	  refused	  to	  not	  use	  
	  	  a	  condom,	  but	  I	  did	  not	  want	  to	  pass	  on	  HIV.”	  
	  	  N.D.S.	  (Senegal)	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  UNAIDS	  2014	  



Against	  transgender	  women…	  

“Rape	  is	  also	  commonly	  reported	  by	  
	  	  transgender	  women……	  	  an	  es9mated	  	  
	  	  19%	  of	  transgender	  women	  globally	  were	  	  
	  	  living	  with	  HIV”	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  UNAIDS	  2014	  
	  



Against	  lesbian	  and/or	  bisexual	  
women…	  
“In	  par9cular,	  HIV	  policy	  and	  programming	  	  	  
	  	  o^en	  neglect	  the	  documented	  area	  of	  	  
	  	  targeted	  gender-‐based	  and	  homophobic	  	  
	  	  violence	  against	  women	  who	  iden9fy	  as	  	  
	  	  lesbians,	  including	  so-‐called	  “correc9ve”	  or	  
	  	  “cura9ve”	  rape.	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  UNAIDS	  and	  ATHENA	  2011	  
	  



In	  insEtuEons…	  

“In	  Asia-‐Pacific	  region…	  228	  of	  the	  (>750	  women	  
living	  with	  HIV)	  surveyed	  were	  encouraged	  to	  
consider	  steriliza9on,	  with	  86	  of	  them	  indica9ng	  
that	  they	  did	  not	  have	  the	  op9on	  to	  decline.”	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  UNAIDS	  2014	  
	  



In	  conflict…	  

“Conflict	  does	  not	  cause	  sexual	  and	  other	  forms	  
of	  gender-‐based	  violence	  (GBV),	  although	  it	  may	  
manifest	  new	  forms	  of	  GBV	  in	  those	  segngs.	  	  
Sexual	  violence	  takes	  on	  new	  forms	  as	  a	  
consequence	  of	  conflict	  and	  is	  o^en	  9mes	  used	  
as	  a	  tac9c	  of	  warfare,	  whether	  randomly,	  
opportunis9cally	  or	  systema9cally.”	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Men-‐Engage	  /UNFPA	  2012	  



In	  “peaceful”	  rural	  communiEes…	  

"I	  used	  to	  abuse	  my	  wife	  when	  she	  went	  to	  the	  
hospital	  to	  collect	  her	  ARV	  treatment.	  because	  
she	  used	  to	  come	  back	  late	  at	  night	  and	  I	  didn't	  
like	  it.	  ”	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Village	  headman,	  Malawi,	  2013	  



COWLHA	  IPV	  Baseline	  study	  2012…	  
	  
CONSEQUENCES	  OF	  IPV	  ON	  	  
COUPLES,	  HOUSEHOLDS	  AND	  	  
OVERALL	  HIV/	  AIDS	  
MANAGEMENT:	  
	  

1.  REFUSAL	  TO	  CONTINUE	  ART	  
	  
2.  INCONSISTENCY	  IN	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  FOLLOWING	  ART	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  GUIDELINES	  
	  



“Seeking	  Safety:	  Stepping	  Stones	  in	  
Malawi”	  

	  
	  

hrps://vimeo.com/69251113	  
	  



WHO	  and	  Human	  Rights…	  
	  “Given	  that	  the	  realiza9on	  of	  
human	  rights	  within	  
contracep9ve	  informa9on	  and	  
services	  is	  not	  a	  research	  area	  
that	  lends	  itself	  to	  randomized	  
controlled	  trials	  or	  compara9ve	  
observa9onal	  studies,	  much	  of	  
the	  evidence	  available	  for	  the	  
priority	  topics	  could	  not	  be	  
readily	  synthesized	  using	  the	  
GRADE	  approach.”	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  WHO,	  2014	  
	  
	  



AWID	  CSW	  58	  Round-‐up…	  
ü Gender	  equality	  as	  stand-‐alone	  goal	  &	  integrated	  
ü Violence	  against	  women	  and	  girls	  
ü Key	  role	  of	  women’s	  rights	  &	  community	  
organisa9ons	  

ü Some	  SRHR,	  legal	  abor9on,	  CSE	  
X Sexual	  OrientaDon	  or	  Gender	  IdenDty	  
X Vienna	  DeclaraDon	  on	  Human	  Rights	  
X Sex	  workers	  
X No	  links	  between	  SRHR	  &	  sustainable	  development	  
X Funding	  &	  accountability	  for	  women’s	  rights	  



 
 
Anand Grover, Human Rights 
Lawyer and UN Special Rapporteur 
on the Right to Health….. 
    
“Are positive people there as tokens or are they 

effectively making decisions?  Are affected 
persons involved from A to Z?  Democratic and 
inclusive processes are essential to achieving 
human rights, and are at the core of better 
governance and better health outcomes.” 



Thankyou!	  
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www.salamandertrust.net	  
www.steppingstonesfeedback.org	  


